Exhibitors Upbeat at

Hong Kong Show

Good sales cheered exhibitors at the recently concluded
Hong Kong fair. Buyers from Brazil, Russia, India, China
and South Africa were up 8% as compared to last year.
Fine quality diamonds up to 3 carats, fancy cuis like
rounds, cushions and marquise, and lightweight, mid-
priced designer jewellery were the scene stealers. Some
top manufacturers shared their views about the show
with Shanoo Bijlani & Erum Ali Qureshi.
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We did not sense a
decline in the general
number of buyers,
however, most buyers
were from Asia and only
very few from Europe and
the US."
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mainland China and South East Asian
markets and vigitors from India and the
L% fior deasmonds tha r.nllsn]. frosm .3 caral
to 15 carats, in [V io M colours, @ the IF to
|'EJ_r.1|\;.:u round and |:'|I'||,':| -.|up|.1| shines
aned hagh-end jewellery bines.

Housg-Kong based Aspire Design
introdced two brands Mvoe {ooutre
Rirve ) sl Vicda  high-stroet fshion
colbection). David Shah indormed that
Mivee: clicl woell winh their ms'u|.1r'|ll.|:. ers
e Ausia, ihe Middle Fxst amd Pissan
miarkets "‘{L".n-l'u':mr::,--. W :q;,-l'..-r.nfn,-.!
mainly from the Asian region. Myvee's big-
tickoet ibemis between 52,000 and 55100
were all the rage. “We officially bunched
the Vida collection at the 1 long Kong
Loy, and received a3 number -|||-|_'|h,|l.||||:-\.,'\
andd new customiers from all over,” Shah
indormmed. “Jewiellery priced between S100
and $400 from the Vida collectson was
sought after by meost buyers, who preferned
#0 be comservative on price Bor this hagh
sireel range.

The unsetiled masketz cw demand for
commiercial goods Roing up Kobi leachaci
off Dhaluami § in'-lt_.ﬂ-l'n'-h'd that the show
exceeded their expectations; mid-cnd
products did really well with respect to low
and high-end goods. “We did notsense a
dechne in the general number of bayers,
however, moss buyers were from Asia and
only very hew Brom Europe and the LS
Bictoee the sk thepe wat nacertainty
a5 by where the marle u.|w.|.,|u'|__u; Theere
wasn't alot ofbuying and selling and we

couldn’t put our finger on the pulse of the

market, Following the show, the uncertainty
faded and -_.:.'qs-.l resalts have led us o e
mare 1.~]'I:||1'.|-I:i|.'.'l.'p'q.' hawve realized that the
showdown in India was caused by hscal
problems rather than bick of demand. The
Chinese Mew Year went well and Valentine
salis brvaght a doulble-digit growth. B is
viery Chiallengimg to ey and forecast the mest
shioww's outcomee, [ can sy that the market i
evodving and becoming more conptitive
Thome \Ili'l.'llil\.'h that will evedhve with it and
willl eatialy cloents” neeeds willl owtlas oghers”

First-time Argentinkan exhibitor
Sandjewels succeeded in getting buyers for
its black omyx jewellery. " We had busines
discussions with buyers from Brazil, Russa
ansd Eastern Europe, and nude oursehves
It bonown b Astan bisvers, so ouir shaw
objectives have been met” informied the
company s Richard Frounjian,

Another ferst-timers Jean Bapliste
Senoble, a representative of Switredand's
Semnhle & I'ir:.i AL sasd, O cusboasers
are high-end jewellers and collectors
mainly based in the Unated States and
Eu Taphe, brisl e whanil b v inlo Asia, and
this s why we were here, We ase particularly
keen to develop the Chinese market, but we
have abso touched base with buyers from

[apam, Smgapore and Taiwar.”

Indians thrive

Tee Gemmn & Jewellery Export Promaotion
Council (GJEPC ) presented 90 exhibitors
who were satished with the positive
foedback at thie sl | ||'n'|!1,l Hml:,: i= the

third largest buyer of Indian genas and
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over G as oo A par el fo 201, " e calver
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o well,” Kumawat said. “We alio got

ey cusstormers oo Euarope, the U5 and
Middle East. Gold prices hawve imipacted
sales, and buyers opd far ||:.;!:I welghk
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sales & marketing, Shrenuy & Co. Lid
b, reported good sales at the show "W
reveivend a positive response which makes
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a better year as compared to 200 1.7 The

company’s” by appointmient only” client

meetings grew by 0%, and it weloomsed
mew chienits From Sawds Arabia this year
Shrena) came o the show with a
bosgueet of products that incleded bridal
anal Eashion jewelbary: classic diamond
e, alver and diamoand collsction and
thisi prvake Libvele Frbaace and CAROTA.
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aned were reductant toshell out big bucks for
iters with high gold content.
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el ved Uit the slow sew mone [ootfalls
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show due to the US holiday season and

Chimese Mew Year, we wery expecting a

goond buver tumout. Demand for certibed
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China, which vwe will be able to serve (i

our office m Shanghai Diamond Exclhangs
frovm thas vear omwards. There are huge

Opportunees foar Koiram i (Chana as it makes
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customer-oriented services There is 2 team
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Privanshy Shah director, Asian Star

Jieweks, stated that the Hong Kong show

wis very promdsing this vear. " The holiday
RO W H.I.:I h‘l !-I | II HE '|:.|.L‘||_'_ sald e o
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full appointment book, and had mestings
il 1 ||"I L LT n1|:|;{ i |||_- 105 s W -_'|| L D b
?Il.'\".pl.'..'l ive clients From Fais=ia, Eastemn
Furope and Brazil, he said. ™ We had $r%
additional visitors this year”

H-..*t'|"|13|l| mibned market cconomics and
prevailing consumer preferences, Asian Star
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the shaow by experimenting with different
settings amd techniques o recreate the
solitaine look. The basic stybe masmtained
for all collections was dassic, Shah waid,
‘Chur solitsire illosion collections were most
popailar, egpecially the " 10 cents/ | carst
illusion” range

The popular price range For the jewellery
was between S150and 5300, though
the company had on offer goods with
price |'-.'-|||'_=.|'n.'-1'| S D o S5O0 "oy
buyers preferned ghter jewellery, which
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In terms od karsts |'-r\-:-l'.,'r.,'n._'4,--. shifed
Between O karat, 10 karat, 14 karat and

18 karat depending on which country
the buyer represented.” Shah claborased,
-h‘ll-:lll'r_;:_. “Giold and diamond pvces cho naod
imipact our sales, though they do dictaie
our product stylmg. Thi big fashy kok
trvoured in marny countries had o e
maintained but at bower tangeted price
|11'-||'|I1. ] x|.1|'n1|1|'|1IJ|L:.: with YAMHES -.|_-|_'||||F~.
helped us achieve this result, and at the
sarme time control the gold and diamond
conient.
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Rambkrishna Export, stated that akhousg
visitor footlalls were less as compared 1o
200 1, sales were nit affeceed. “Rounds
beetsween 30 carak and 50 carat and
solitzires between | and 10 caratsin VS-51
qualities were in demand. We got buyers

teom Burssia, the LS, and Aunstralia, but
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boscal Fotfalls were less thian vswal Eln'-|u|.1::.
because the buyers here would be Earpeting
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The shapw wasan |I|_||_:||| 12 Fare for
soane like Mamsaj Musaddilal Jewellers,
Hyderabad. s general manager Avinash
Giapta reveabed that visstor footfalls st the
whovw |‘IH'E'I1I'I‘| S o Last vear The lirm
that S ializes i Vichorian |L".-.1':!1-r:. in
gl aned sibver set with dizmonds ranging
Froem S400 b0 5 100,000, did not see much
.'||.'|I'.I':. 1M AETTTS !.'r.:"l-'all'll_"‘-\."-\. '|;'||_' |||.||'p.-_'[
satuation was really bad prior so the show
arvd the European crisis, in particular,
b hand am adhverse allect in the show's
miance for us. The Tucson and [A

Mlew Work chows that P receded ithe Hn|-.-_:;
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kong e were very |:||~.1|1|x-.||:||1!_l_ Im
comparison, the Hong Bong show was
et w0 b, |l | :,I_'.'I| 11} _'||._.?I ..L‘-"'I' |-_‘|-:||_;-\.|r|-_'\.h.
troum burvers from Saoaach East Asia, Ths
viar even those buvers werne ITISSITNE Bt
wee hope for the best in the fature
hnjui Jaan -.IIIE:-.-».||.||'-|'.-\.' Calar Kraft [
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Footfalls dropped by arownd 15% but that
i ot severely impact our sales, We had
aurrregalar orders, plus a few new chents
from Africa L'I||r-.-|!'||'-l'.|-.|-. in this Ear s an
Bimsones and we showeased mainhy .'|=..:I|
quality Laracy stones and a small collection
al finve 18 k AT il pewellere We :;.ﬂ all Wl
Il\."xi'\-\.'.'l'\-l.' |:\.|| L L SDOEEs, : ||;|1|.|r|\..\_'b,|_|.h|'|'
1 5'\.'.|"'|||.' the hike in :._H'i.-\.:.' rabes, there is still
1 demand for couture jewellery as dhat

¢lsenl segrsend is dilferent. Our clientele
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ol s activity on the show floar
Bhavesh Shah, sales executive, Veus Jewel
stated that sellers were not offering heany
discoumts and nor were buyers splurgng
on the poode. ~Viator traffic was down
Ty 206, bt e gol buvers ||1.'|||1|:.'|r\-.l':|'|
mainland China. Customers wene spending
TG RIEThC BTy Ciar k'lllllll |:.|,' |,||'|,|.. r-\.|q;|\|||'|;q
NI |"'":I'H.|I'.-\."".'. (1|1 ||‘||_'|. 'n-\,'i'\-'\- | Iy .'||'..,‘| AT
system [ Preferred Diamond Selection
POS, Look & Bid - L&B, Stock Seanch
eic. ) thnoweh wluich we sell our ;_..:ll-:'-.l-'

Vs showcased & range ol Invoniory
trom round and fancy-shaped diamonds
r.|||5;:|;:'n':|1.w1 e 15 carats m s, Do K
colour and Flto 12 clanities. Fancy shapes
wire in demand ,'||:-,| i ||'.'| A coseElEnl
supply of goods in our inventory, we ane
able 1o fulhl the demand of orders from o
regustered s well as new clients”

I mmies, when consurmers wand o cual
ANHE SCTITVIEY 1 Il_l".l_l|:h l"ll||..||.||'\.|.:"'\._||||.: I\..|||'\-'\u
sbosiwe] s n sl arsid i’ ok SAPPint
Beow that che exhibitors are cautionsly
buoyant, they all need 1o keep tabs on the
markets they ane cater T3 b and swork: oul
their next -.I-\.'!l\. ACCH '..i:ll:.ﬂl. | Mimvhgoims
Mehts concheded: “With the uncertaingy
i 1:_-_!_:I|_||-u ECantmy, it% dalfacudt bo
predict bos the gem ana jewellery industry
Ly I“ fare "r-r 'I'll' '\1I'H.'."II|.I I'.I;l-ﬂ!. || 185 SCAr
However, the ferst halfof the vear will be
sl as cormpared toa stromger secomad hall
sisbpct o any napos developments in the
global ecomomny” ®
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